IN THE AUDIENCE IS
ASKED TO STAND. THE LADY
ONSTAGE MENTALLY CONNECTS,
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»nly be obtained thmugh extra sensory
thy.
crowd with their Second Sight act, introduced,

quite correctly, as “one of the best acts of its
kind in the world.” Morcover, they proudly

proclaim that it is done without the aid of any

electronic gadgetry, relying solely on the power

-._perceptmm psychic. ablhtles, or mental telepa-

Tessa and ]cff Evason are amazing another .

in of thc mmd This energeuc young couple
- demonstrate techniques that are as close to real
- mindreading as one could possihly imagine,

Raised in Cornwall, Ontario in Canada, Jeff

_ saw a magician on The Ed Sullivan Show, and
~ was bitten by the magic bug at an early age.
When he was 14, his grandfather took him on
a cruise where he met one of the ship’s enter-

tainers, magician. Bernard Reid. Mr. Reid took
a liking to the young boy who followed him
everywhere, and at the end of the voyage, he

presented Jeff with a copy of The Amateur

Magician’s Handbook, in which Jeff immedi-
ately immersed himself. By the end of the year,
Jeff was domg shows, performing for local chil-
dren’s parties. He continued entertaining
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through high school, college, and another ten

years, working in the field of broadcasting by
day and performing magic by night. Finally,
realizing where his heart was, he decided to
take a chance, quit his radio job, and move to
Toronto to perform magic full time.

Two years later, Jeff was invited to perform
at a fashion show, where he was teamed up
with one of the models as an assistant. Her
name was Tessa, and although born ‘in
England, she had been raised in St. Lucia,
where she grew up watching fire eaters, glass

- walkers, and magicians. Always fascinated by

such performers, she jumped at the chance to
work with this handsome young entertainer.

Performing a “Zig-Zag" and a “Mutilated
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While on the stage blindfolded,
Tessa reveals the contents of
a lady’s purse.
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Parasol™ routine, she showed natural ability
and the two immediately hit it off. In fact, she
joined him for a 12-week summer stint, per-
forming ThL act went so wc”
th;lt in [h

neve
Jeff and
show entitled Fascination, which they booked
from city to city using promoters and telephone
sales. It was duri i i
, that Jeff listened tc

& Tomm
at the Magic Castle. “The audience res|
greatly impressed me that [ immediately

to see what Tessa and 1 could do to d

such a routine. Our first step was to contg

Tuckers and travel to Boston to meet them.”
As it turned out, Tommy Tucker was ill and

in a wheelchair, as the result of an automobile

accident. He and Liz feared that they would hL

unable to continue

and they w SOMEone to pass

act down to. In fact, the Tuckers had adver

in magic magazines that they were selling the

act, and although they had rece

responses, they hadn’t run across a couple that

was willing to put in the time, expense, and
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Je ed in what
the Tuckers had to offer.
explained, “There was one |_‘1 qucstin._m.
Because Tessa had alway ilent” assis
tant in the act — someone \xhn imd never ~pn-

fore — could she handle the
decided to give it a try.

rehearsal later, The Evasc
cruise ship when the ¢
to do an extra, unsc
the lounges, “W
middle of the ocean. T
night, and we knew the audience would be
small.” It seemed like the perfect opportunity
to try out the mental act they had been work-
ing on for so long, The audience lc

show became the buzz of the ship. It seemed The
Evasons had a hit on their hands. “It wasn’t until
l.mer. laughed Jeff, “that T lear '<d as we were

/e were out in the
ship was rocking that

from the stress of havi
the first time!””’
ne the “star”

g to speak on stage for
a did fine and, as annupntul
of the show. “In fact,” s

» often ask why I'm

» need me at all?”

2001

However, Jeff

t routine became a
s’ show, sand
ting, and a few

th umpf hasis of rht act ]m{ \h]h’{'d completely.
The illusions were phased out and by the time
Jetf and Tessa were married in 1991, the entire
act revolved around mentalism.

and Te call themselves psy-

supernat
hand,
either. © . w that ESP
does not exist,” Jeff say: a smile, “You can
raud but you can 1
f.” The Evasons wisely let the audi-

to each other. We sug-
rs will imppm to the audience and they
see thmna r]mt aren 't :r-1[]\ W Imt rhclr senses rel]
them the
kind of t

5) ver, whun
comes time for Tessa to say the names ¢

ple in phn::t{_wr.lphs. that is no longer an illu-
sion. Everything that you see is the result of




years and years of study and communication
between two people on a completely different
level.”

According to The Evasons promo materi-
al “They have no secret assistants and do not
use any concealed electronic communication
devices. They offer $25,000 to anyone who
can prove otherwise.”

In addition, this $25,000 challenge is
offered despite the fact that many magicians
in the business are aware that Liz & Tommy
Tucker, who the Evasons credit with teaching
them, were known for their electronic
devices. Tommy Tucker claims to have mar-
keted “the first solid state devices to aid men-
talists and magicians in 1957.” In the late
'70s and into the ’80s, Tucker’s ESP Inc.
advertised his “Magitronix” systems —
“solid state beacons which send electronic
impulses or light up tiny LED receivers” — in
major magic magazines. The methods were
extolled as being “The Easy Way to Learn
Contact Mind Reading.”

When Jeff was asked about these “easy
way” systems, he explained that The Tuckers
actually had three acts for sale. There was
“Magictronix” and “The Miracle Mind Act,”
both of which relied heavily on electronics,
and there was “The Miracle Mind 2000,” a

Before mentalism,
Jeff and Tessa
worked ships,
performing an
act with doves,
stage magic,

and fire eating.

so-called act that was supposedly a more
complex system. “The first two were devel-
oped to provide a mechanical method for
achieving apparent telepathy results,” Jeff
says. “Short-cuts, so to speak, for those who
couldn’t or didn’t want to take on the intense
training the third method took.”
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Tommy Tucker’s “Miracle Mind 2000,”
according to Jeff, used no electronics and fea-
tured another modus operandi altogether.
“These are the lessons we learned. We then
took that system, combined it with several oth-
ers, made our own improvements, and devel-
oped the technique we use today.”

In concluding these explanations, Jeff had
an interesting comment about Liz & Tommy
Tucker’s Second Sight act. “Liz did use an ear-
piece 1n her later years, but not as a secret com-
munication device.” It seems that she wore it
simply because she was getting hard of hearing
and couldn’t make out Tommy’s words clearly
enough. “It was, quite simply, a hearing aid.”

Once The Evasons had focused their energy
on the psychic aspect of entertaining, their
career took off. Television producer Gary
Quellet, also Canadian, enjoyed their perfor-
mance at a small magic convention, Magi
Montréal, and expressed interest in using them
on NBC’s popular special, The World's
Greatest Magic. A few years later, while
appearing at a Psychic Entertainers convention,
they received the call from Gary to fly to Las
Vegas for a taping. Their appearance on
World’s Greatest Magic V led to the Discovery
Channel’s Grand lllusions, which triggered
interest from Fox’s Powers of the Paranormal
show, then PAX's Masters of Ilusion.
Singapore’s TSC produced a documentary
about the couple entitled The Fourth
Dimension. Concentrating mostly on college
campus and corporate shows, The Evasons still
manage to squeeze in six to eight weeks on
cruise ships each year. Their 60- to 70-minute
show, which has taken them to 28 countries,
consists of headline predictions, a table levita-
tion, a rarely seen light-and-heavy/Georgia
Magnet demonstration, the levitation of an
audience volunteer, a number of traditional
mental effects and, of course, their remarkable
Second Sight sequence.

In 1997 the Psychic Entertainers
Association voted them top performers of the
year, presenting the organization’s highest
honor, The Dunninger Memorial Award for
Distinguished ~ Professionalism  in  the
Performance of Mentalism. At the 1999 World
Magic Seminar in Las Vegas, Jeff and Tessa
won the SARMOTI Award in the World
Challenge Stage Competition. They are the first
mentalists to receive this honor, presented as
Siegfried & Roy’s favorite act of the Seminar.

Recently, after a three-year effort, Jeff and
Tessa have received their green cards, and are
moving to Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. The location
was chosen not primarily for the proximity of
cruise ships, but for the convenience to
Inamorata, their 38-foot sailboat. Passionate
about sailing, the couple plans to spend as
much time as possible on the water — riding
their current wave of good fortune. If there is a
prediction for the future of The Evasons, it
looks like a smooth sailing act all the way. ¢
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